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A N 

EXAMINATION 

O F T HE 

Notion of Moral Good and 
Evil, &V. 



O advance wrong Notions 

of Religion, is apt to have 

thefe two very ill Effects'. 

i. To miflead fuch as are 

impofed upon thereby in. 

the Conduct of Life ; and 

2. To expofe Religion to 

the Infults of thofe that being engaged in 

Deifm or Atheifm, or inclinable that way, 

have, notwithftanding their Foily, Senfc e- 
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Twngh to perceive the Weakneft of foch 
* Nations. Tis upon this Account I have 
titought it worth while to take under Exami- 
nation the firft Se&ion of a late Book, en- 
titled The Religion of Nature delineated* 
writ by one Mr. Wollafton, a Perfonof<:on- 
"itderableParts, who might have made a fine 
Book of it, had he fet out upon a right 
Bottom : But unluckily falling upon a whim- 
fical Notion of Morality, and perhaps too 
much tickled jj/ith the Novelty of it^ and a 
$ttfi& lb JCup£ori, atld leave it as a Legacy 
to the World, has fo leavened his Trcatife 
with it, as muft*endar itxlrfegreeable to the 
moft judicious Readers, and at the fame 
lime expoieMo^Nty^ irtftfcacf'of recomiiifeii- 
airig It. Thefc'is befides fuch 'a Mixture of / 

Pedantry in alinoft qvcry <Pa$e, as is very 
unaccountable in a Man of his Senfc. The 
Latin and Greek Quotations are generally 
very little to the Purpofe, unlcfs it can be 
tfjppofedto the JPurpofe, tocxprefsThotights, 
aJB^;i^pfex>fteatimcs pretty common, and 
to be anet with . in numerous Authors, in 
JLatin zsxdGreeh, at the Bottom of the Page, 
which have been already as well or better 
jexjprefled in the Text it felf in Englijb. This 
is flopping and disturbing his Reader to no i 

Purpofe, and preventing him from taking 
in the Sehfe of what he reads, in the moft 
eafy expeditious Manner, and to the beft 
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Advantage. &ut what he coijld mean by 
his frequent Quotations from the Rabbini- 
cal Writers, efpecially upon fuch a Subjed, 
unlefe it was to make a Parade, of his great 
Reading Jn a fort of Authors remarkable fo? 
nothing but Stupidity and Lying, muft be 
the Wonder of every Man of Senfe that 
reads him. He knew very well what Kind 
of Chara&er the Rabbins have amongftthe 
Learned, and how well they defer ve k, and 
muft be fenfthle, tho' their Charafter was 
the reverfe of what it is, how little to the 
Purpofe of his Readers it was, to trouble 
them with Quotations, they*would none of 
them, or not one in ten thoufand under* 
ftand. But this en pajfant only. 

The Author in the firft Se&ion of his 
Book prbpofes to fhew upon what Ground 
the Law of Nature ftands, from what Prin- 
ciple it is to be deduced, or how it may be 
made out, that there is fuch a Law or Re- 
ligion of Nature $ and this in anfwer to the 
firft Query of his Friend, Is there really any 
'fuch Thing as natural Religion properly and 
truly fo called ? I fhall tranferibe the Sutv 
ftance of what he has faid, to explain and 
vindicate his Notion, to fave the Reader the 
Trouble of turning continually to his Book. 
Page 8. We are told, a true 'Propofition 
may be denied, or Things may be denied to 
be what they are, by Tweeds as welt as by 
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(4) 

exprefs Words, or another Tropofition. 
That there are many fuch Airs, as conjli- 
tute the Character of a Maris Conduct in 
Life, which have in Nature, and would be 
taken by any indifferent Judge, to have a 
Signification, and to imply Come Tropojition 
as plainly to be underftooa, as if it was de- 
clared in Words ; and therefore, if what 
fuch ABs declare to be, is not, they mufi 
corttradtffi Truth as much, as anyfalfe *PrQ- 
pojition or Ajfertion can. This is illuftratcd 
by an Example, If a Body of Soldiers fee- 
ing another Body approach, Jhould fire upon 
them, would not this Affion declare, that 
they were Enemies, and if they were not 
Enemies, would not this military Language 
declare what was falfe? Again p. 13. > 
I day this down as a fundamental Maxim, 
that whoever affs as if Things were fo, or 
not fo, doth by his Ails declare that they 
are fo, or not fo, as plainly as he could 
with Words, and with more Reality 5 and 
if the Things are otherwife, his Afts con- 
tradict thofe Tropofitions, which affert them ' 
to be as they are. No AB ({whether Word 
or 'Deed ) of any Being, to whom moral 
Good or Evil are imputable, that interferes 
with any true VPropofition, or denies any I 
thing to be as it is, can be right. This 
•Propofition the Author endeavours to fup- 
port by feveral Reafoqs, which (hall here- 
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after be taken notice of, P. 1 6. What has 
been J aid of Actions inconfiftent with Truth* 
may alfo be f aid of many Omijjions, or Neg- 
lefts to aft, that is, by thefe alfo true Tro- 
pofitions may be denied to be true, and then 
thofe Omiffwns by which this is done,muft 
be wrong. Again p. 20. Every Aft there* 
fore of fuch a Being as is before defcribed, 
and all thofe Omijjions, which interfere 
with Truth ( i. e. deny any Tropofition to be 
true, or fuppofe any thing not to be what 
it is, in any regard) are morally evil in fome 
^Degree or other, the forbearing fuch Afts % 
ana the offing in Oppofition to fuch Omif 
Jtons, are morally good, and when any thing 
may be either done or not done, equally with- 
out the Violation of Truth, • that Thing is 
indifferent. I would have it to be minded 
well, that when I fpeak of Afts inconfiftent 
with Truth, I mean any Truth, my true 
*Propofition whatfoever, whether contain- 
ing Matter of Speculation or plain Fa ft. I 
would have every thing taken for what in 
Faff and Truth it is. 

From all this our Author's Notion of 
moral Good and Evil I think is very evi- 
dent. Thofe Ads according to him are 
morally, good or obligatory, the Omiffion 
whereof would amount to, or imply the 
Denial of fome Truth, any Truth what- 
foever. Thofe Omiffions, Negle&s, or Fq*~ 
* bearances, 
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bearanccs to a& arc morally good ami obli- 
gatory, Where the A&ions omkted or for- 
born, would, if performed, he a Denial! of 
the Truth, And all Anions* or Omiflions 
whereby a Man denies Truth of any Kind 
whatfoever, are immoral and unlawful. I 
fuppofe this Sort of Lamguige of denying 
Truth by A&ion, or a&ing a Lie, as the 
Author (bmewherc expreffes himfejf, wift 
be a little furprizing to the Reader. And I 
am afraid the Novelty fitrprksed the Author 
into an Approbation of it, and a paffionate 
Defire to make good what he thought would 
gain him the Chara&er and Credit of being 
anOriginal. He takes notice, that what he has 
advanced concerning the Nature of moral 
Good andEvil^and is the prevailing Thought 
that runs through his Book, he never met 
with any where. And I hope to make it 
appear, .before I have done with him, it 
would have been more for his Credit, if it 
had not been to be met with in his Book. 

I deitre the Reader to take .notice, that 
Affirming and Denying areA&ions, which 
ill ftri£fc Propriety of Language are only ap- 
plicable to Agents* fo that Aftions, whe- 
ther Words or Deeds, can not be properly 
faid to affirm or deny any thing $ the A- 
gent only can be properly faid to affirm or 
deny Truth by his Aftions, whether Words 
• or Deeds. This tho* it may feem a nice Di- 
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ftln&ion, yet is not more nice than necef- 
fary 5 for in order to a Perfon's affirming or 
denying the Truth, an Intention t!o affirm of 
deny is required, without Which he cannot 
be faid to affirm or deny it. A Man is then, 
and then only, faidto affirm or deny a Thing, 
when he conveys a Propofition in his own 
Mind to the Minds of others 5 as expreffing 
his own Senfe, AppreheiifioA or Perfua- 
(ion of the Agreement or Difagf eeinent of 
Things: It matters not, what Notions or 
PrOpofitibns his Words or A&ionsmay na- 
turally, or by Compaft, excite in the Minds 
Of thofe that hear the One, or fee the other 5 
if he hitnfelf had no fuch Proportions in 
hisbwn Mind, had no Intention of commu- 
nicating any fuch Propositions to others, he 
tanriot in any Propriety of Language be faid 
to affirm or. deny them. . Thus for Inftance, 
aperfon that fliould pronounce, in the hear- 
ing of others, Words in the Greek Tongue, 
which he underftands not, equivalent to this 
Proportion in Englifh, There is no God, 
cdulti not be faid to deny the being of God'; 
and for this Reafon, becaufe he had no fuch 
Propofition in his own Mind, nor any In- 
tention of conveying it to the Minds of o- 
thers. ' The fame may be faid of Deeds, as 
Well as Words. Letusfuppofe fomeA&ion 
{hould as necefTarily convey the aforemen- 
tioned Propofition into the Minds of fuch as 

B - fliould 
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fhould fee or hear of it, as Words themfelves 
cpuW* yetfuppofe the Agent altogether io- 
fenflbie 4>f it > and to have no fuch Intention 

at all* he could not be faid to deny the Be-» 
ingof a God. Let us fuppoXe, again* Orders 
given in a Nation under the Apprehentfpn 
of an Inyafion from an Enemy, that Beacons 
fhould be fird? or Lights, fet up in fuch and 
fuch Places, tp give Notice of his Approach $ 
that Pexfons were appointed accordingly for 
the Purpofe, and agreed to execute the fa*4 
Orders: If they fire the Reacts* or f^t up 

the, Lights, that Aftion would be cijuivafpnt 
to this Proportion* The Eneany i$ come >. and 
they might be feid thereby taaffirna a Truth* 
if the Enemy \yas cpm.e, and a Lie if .he, was > 
not, becaufe thi,s vas realty meant and in- 
trended. Hut fuppofing otter Perfap^ ig-r 
noran* Qf the Orders and Ufe pf B^acons^ 
fhonJ46re,theBe;acQn?, or fet iip.L%ht$ they 
could net be faid thereby to affijnjLthtt ths 
E,newy was come, not^khftanding thei* 
Aftion would neceflkrijy convey that Pro* 
gofition to the Minds of fuch as, bsing; ac- 
quainted with the Orders given, fhpuid fee 

the Lights 5 andt-haf fof fcReafoft.oftJ^j 

becauie they had not the} Leaft Iftt.qrtfi^ tQ % 
affirm, any fiich Thifl$ Ait this* J thiijifc, is 
jpLaia beypndPifpute, and needmpt be,loqg$j 
lhflfted agon* 

If 
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If therefore nobody can be faid to affirm 
or deny any thing, without an Intention fo 
to do, I doubt the greateft of Villains, will, 
according to Mr. Wbtkftoris Do&rine, ftand 
difcharged from the Guilt of the greateft df 
Crimes; fince they are fo far from intending 
the Denial of any Truth, any true Propofi- 
tion whatfoever, by the Rapine and Mur- 
thet they are guilty of, that they never fo 
inuch as once imagine, their Actions have 
any fueh Tendency, Meaning or Significa- 
tion at all. Does a Villain that demands la 
Man's Money upon the Road, with a Piftol 
At his Breaft, intend thereby the Denial of 
any Truth, or the Truth Mr. Wolhftfn pre- 
tends is denied fey fuch an Aftion, viz. that 
the Money belongs to the Traveller ? Far 
item it ! He never fo much as dreams of the 
Denial of &oy< fuch Thing, nor has his 
A&ion any fueh Signification, but quite the 
contrary. For Men do not ufe to claim their 
owh in that violent manner, but Rogues 
frequently take that Method to deprive ho- 
aeft People of their own; and therefore the 
thought that Would naturally arife in the 
Mind of a Spe&atofc upon it, that is, the na- 
tural Meaning or Signification Of the Adion 
would be, that the Money certainly belonged 
tq the Traveller, and not the Highway- 
man. 

B 2 If 
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: . If. it fhould be faid in Defence of our Au* 
.•thor, that tho'the A&ion of the Highway- 
man does not indeed imply a Denial of the 
Money to be the Traveller's, yet it may in- 
terfere .with other Truths 5 that I put too 
precife and ftri& a Senfe upon his Words* 
whereas he means no more, but that Actions 
or Omiflions denominated immoral, have a 
natural Meaning or Signification, inconfir 
ftent with fome Truth; and that therefore the 
Immorality of any A&ion, ot Pmiflion, doe? 
not lie in the Intention, but in the natural 
Tendency or Signification of the Aftion or 
Omiffion to deny fome Truth, in aFitnefs to 
jaife, or excite in the Minds of fuch as.fee or 
•hear pf . i{, Propofitions contrary to the 
•Truth. I anfwer, this is ftrange Morality in* 
deed, and fuch as renders a Perfon that de- 
fies a Truth in Words without being fenfi- 
ble it is a Truth, and fo confequently with- 
out any Intention to deny the Truth, equal- 
ly guilty with him who denies it, though he 
knows it to be a Truth 5 for in both Cafes 
the Words are fuppofed to be the fame, and 
confequently their InconfiftenCy with the 
Truth precisely the feme > fo that if the Im- 
morality of the A&ion lies there exclusive of 
the Intention, it is plain the Guilt miift be the 
very fame. 

Take it therefore which way you will, 
whether an Intention to deny the Truth be 

made 
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mide neceffary or not neceffary to the Im* 
morality of any A&ion, Mr. WollafterisTlQr 
(kr ine cannot ftand. Upon the former S up- 
pofition,, the greateft of Rogues will be excu- 
sable in the vileft qf A&ions for want o/ this 
Intention to deny the Truth, as it is very cer- 
tain they have it not. They trouble not thei* 
Heads about Truth, or the Denial of it 5 all 
they are concerned for, is to get Money to 
fpend in Lewdnefs and Debauchery; and 
their Manner of getting it, is fo far from im- 
plying fuch a Denial of 'Truth, as Mr. JVolla- 
fton fuppofes the Immorality of their Aftioq. 
%o confift in, that the natural Signification of 
it lies quite the pontrary way, as I have a- 
bove taken notice. And upon the Suppos- 
ition that an Intention to deny the Truth, is 
not neceffary to the Immorality of an A&ion, 
but that it is fufficient to render an A&ion im- 
moral, that it has a Meaning or Signification 
inconfiftent with fome Truth, tho' the Agent 
. has not the leaft Intention of denying any 
Truth ; I fayupon this fuppofition ft will 
be a crime, and as great a crime to deny 
the Truth thro' Igpprance or Miftake, as to 
do it wittingly and knowingly, with a per- 
verfe and malicious Intention; which to be 
# fure is admirable Morality. 

Tho' what has been faid be fufficient to 
blaft our Author's new Notion of Morality, 
vgt I {hall not leave him thus^ I have not 
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oWn €ondifibh tb be what it is.- Ddes i 
Mari life with his Neighbour's Wife? he by 
that Attion impudently denies her to be 
his Neighbour's, and affirms her to be J his : 
own 5 tho* the Circumftance of Secrecy, with 
whi£h that kind 6f Gallantry is uflially car- : 
tied on, vifibly implies tlfc quite contrary, 1 
miss, that (he is not his own : Which beitig 
a Truth, fome pcbplt may perhaps be thank- 
ful to our Atitho* fbt the notable Argument 
his doftrine furniihes them with, to prove 
the Innocence of Adultery. • Befides, > this 
A&ion is the Affirmation of another Truth, 
/. e. that the Man is in loW, "afcid knows 
no other way fo > ready to : !make hitofelf 
cafy as that.- Artd feveral other Meanings 
perhaps might be foiind ? conformable to 
Trath; allpf them r as likely and natural di' 
leaft as ttofe otfr Author has thought fit 'to 
afiign. For thefe Actions are, I think, 
fomething like the Clinking of a Bell; yoii 
xaisy'i by the Help of that Freedom Mr. Wol- 
Uftm takes \Vith them; make them fay al-' 
irioft *what you have a mind 5 * affirm or deny 
Truth >uft as you pleafe. ' Nay; I do not 
know but a godkl ' ingenious Fdlow, that 
would but apply his Parts- for fome reafon~ •• 
able Time to ftudy the Meaning of A&ions, 
rriight venture for a Wager, j with any one: 
of the Admirers of our Authors new No- 
tion of Morality, -to dtof Meanings with 

him, 
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Wmv a Truth affirmed for ^ . Troth denied, 
to Ranting, Roaring, Tearing* ; Syyearing^ 
linking, Gaming, . Pimping, Whoring, of 
ytateyer Species pf immpral A&iOn he 
Could think of b^iirfcs* 

-Will our AjUthjor needs have it that all 
Vies, - pvery ipai^or^l. A$¥>Q .^nies fome 
T/X&ht lepthQ .be, granted, wje,will for oncq 
allow him tjie PriYilege of cxpreffing him-, 
feif [in his own way : But then he muft be 
forped to allow that every fuch A&ion or 
Qjniffion does as .well affirm Truth as de- 
ay k : , For Inftance this Truth, that the 
Perfon concerned : propofes or promifes to 
hwftlf fome Intereft or Advantage,; fomc 
lUeafiure or Satisfaction from his vicious and 
jn^pral Behaviour. This Meaning of hi$ 
Behaviour is a certain Truth, and much> 
more obvious in any Inftance of Immora- 
lity: tfe^t can be put, than any of thpfe Mr. 
fVellafton . has invented. It will avail no* 
thing to fay, that notwithftanding any vici T 
ous A&ion or Omiffion implies indeed this 
Truth, yet it denievfomc other Truth, which 
i&fuffieient to bring it undejr th$ Denomina- 
tion of vicious or immoral; for I fay on the 
.other hand lep the Adion deny what Truth 
•ypu will, yet iince it affirms other Truth, 
.t^at i^ as^fuffiqient to bring it under the De- 
nomination of ; virtuous. \ r , : 
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For if tfce Dc&iai df tfatfti, any TrUthi 
whatever be, as Mr. WbUdfion pretdkte^ 
immoral, and for this Reafon only, becaufe 
it is a Denial of the Truth, without iaity 
Reference or Regard to Cbnfequcnces, that 
may follow from A&ions or Omifltons, 
whereby Truth is dented? muft not then 
the affirming of Truth, any Truth; whether 
of any Confequenee or Importance, or no* 
be matter of Duty, or a Virtue, or at leaft 
very commendable or ptaife^Wdrthy i ^Bai 
if Truth, all Truth without Exception, be! 
fo Very facred, as that Mankind ought td 
have a fupreme, ultimate and tefttiitiattag 
Regard to it in all their Conduct, in all tfeey 
/ay or do 1 , if Vice be Vice, therefore ana 
only upon Account of Ite Oppofitidft' «*^ 
or Inconfiftehcy with th* Truths fr will 
puzzle, I doubt, any one eVeh of OUiP AtP 
thor's Head-piece^ to allege a iblkl fubftiiH 
tial Reafon> why the affirming 6f Trurii> 
alny Truth whatever by Word or by Deed, 
even in Cafes, where Forbearance or Qrtkifr 
fton would -riot imply a Denial df Truth, 
lhould not be took'd upon as a Virtue, <# 
meritorious * becaufc by this means as Regard 
is (hewn to Truth, to which the hlgheft Re- 
gard is due, and upon Account of which 
alone any Regard is due to ought elfe, ac- 
cording to Mr. Wollaftm. Does not Virfeie 
receive all its Meat from the Regard it im- 
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pSds tiq Truth) muft not therdforfe etcry* 
AAkmy whether Wood or Deed, whereb? 
& JUgartt is paid to Truth, or Ttttth is afi 
firmed, i>c dt lcacft Qommeadable, if not mat* 
terbf ftrift Dpty* And if ft>„ it will then 
lie a rgiof ious Eraxrife ' lor a Man to fpend 
his T^ime in thrumming over fach worthy 
*ridb weighty Propofitions as thdfe, A Man's 
rto Horft, a Horfe no Cow, a Cow n* 
Bujl, nor a Italian Afs. Every body atJfaft 
fiight perceives Jk>w ndicolorilty trifling this 
wbuW' be/ and may thereby judge of ouar 
Ajuthb^ DoSfrin^ from winch fucbdillf 
tdtet Confoqujcnoes vifibly and manifeftiy 

- if it fhtndd bto fiuthcr aUedged in Bctallf 
6E our Author, that ail immoral Atftidnsi )Aq> 
tip mope Truths khan they J affirm, and ~*ife 
«p6a : tlutt i^count immdrat I anfV^, 
daas ! is uncertain, and poirips felfbj ^brql 
doubt not but ai Mail *>f hwemion c^ixstl 
to that of out Author might aifign to an$r 
species of vicious Action orrOmifllo^ tte 
*nany probibdc Meapings, affirin&ft t ?idf 
Truth, as he could for the Denial of if. 
Ait be than as it will, to piH: Morality Upon 
ibcha Foot is vifibly ridicuious, and unwot- 
<thy of a fcricRisConfutariork; ; * - 

That A&k>n *nr GmUEoh, jot Pcribni by 

-A&ion or Omiffion, -cauiwt be propcriy laid 

to affirm & dewy Truths anjefctrtww Atfft- 
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on has by Confcnt a Signification a^pHed to 

it f /which Signification is.de%ncd to be com* 

municated to others, has bden abo^cfuffici* 

cntly ihcwn. The only xeaifbnabie arid true 

fierifc therefore that can he put upon -Mr? 

KPatlaJfon'&ghicral Aflertion, That Men majf 

by their Adions or Omiffiomxicny Tru£h>it 

this, T3tat.At3ions, evericfiich as are not by 

Compad or Agreement ihadt cxprefEvt oft 

and -equivalent/ ' to Propofitioris; may. ! Jrtft 

conyeyPropofitions into the Minds ofrfiath 

muihxy-.-,fkci /or otherwifd, cornel to: the 

Knowledge of v them, ioconfiftcht within jofc 

contrary to ifome Tf ^uth,*/jcvai^licreii Bcfc* 

fon has no Intention by his A&ion or Omi& 

Tfic^^ ? conybyihg ariy fudL Senfe' or Bro- 

petition to the Minds of others. , This x$> ali» 

I: iay^ that, can; be allowed him, arid perhaps 

<alt ,'ar bottom.Tthat he 2 naeanr,. tfco* hi$i dm* 

jprbper arid barbarous' way, of r. wording; tuob 

l&I£-3 might .eafily mifle&d Ms^aderrintJadta 

imagination, that; he mcatit fomething! f urt 

ihsr;c : W c )arc now thercfere to> examine 
^is Doi^ine according ibUbtsi 5 enfe of ;hfc 

ii o -Th^at A&Idnsiqrt Omiffioris ^oftentimes: be- 
tray -Mens Sraiectf Thirigsy real Intentions! 
or Defigns, is-tbo obvious;;**) be* cteriicdrj 
arid rthet'efoec , fuch A&kms -or Orniffions 
r may in fome Scnfe be faiditorhave) arSigift- 
ficationj 4rat jvt fb far: from being certain 

• — 



orHctcnrunate, generally fp»Hng; chat the 
fame Adfioa or OmUIipn not only may/ 
but #equsntiy docs convey into the Minds • 
of different People different Notions or Pro* - 
portions, and oftentimes fuch as- are quite' 
contrary, to one another. A Man, not ac- 
quainted with the World, meets with a* 
Sharper, that treats, him with abundance of 
Civility and Refpeft} ip Hopes £>y that meam> 
of fihdkig * an Opportunity of picking his 
Podket; no* rooking him of his Money at 
Game : • The poor innocent Mortal naturally 
from thence conceives a good -Opinion o£ 
him; and the Proportion- conveyed* to: hisr 
Mind(by the Sharpens enfharing Carriage is- 
this, that he's & mighty civil honeft Gentle-* 
man/' A Spe&ator, well acquainted with 
the World, > that obferves ' the Rogue's Air 
and* Manner, conceives immediately a quite 
different Notion of him, and the Meaning 
or -Signification of the Sharper's A&ion td 
him is, that he is a cunning designing Rat 
cal; I defire to know which of thefe Mean- 
ings is the right one, or whether both thefe 
Significations may he allowed as juft and 
properSignifications o£ the Rogue's Aftion > 
If only one is to be allowed it will be a 
hard matter, I fear, to affigu a Very fttte 
fadory Reafon, * why one rather : than the 
other (hould pafs for^ the juft and proper 
Meaning of the Rogue's A&ion j when both 

% feem 



6dm ttt hftVc tit <qUai Title to it, aa: fating 
boA cqUftUy convey cxi, and, the 6n<^as j«h 
turaUy as this other ♦ The Difficult y of maJki 
lag. a Detcraiifiatioa wiU grow with tho 
Number ^Significations mc fams ASaoq 
may have: of convey to different People 
This Difficulty attaining onrAuthbr's Schcteify 
fat ficcms not to have fedea in the leaft aware 
of, fcber ic dw& fo very pbvious, and was ft 
neceffary to be taken notice o£ ; in jdrdcr to 
the elwlAg up of hi£ Do&rinc, and ddir 
vering it &om an Incumbrance that iccms 
ttrcoafoiipi ted overwhelm it all at once t 
for, the '&mcr Action :di Omiffion Jnay hard 
v&y different Significations, or qbnytyucty 
difPttent JSlotibns and' Propofiti6ns to the 
Minds of ; different People, fame of which 
nay Dc<rooroiinaDie to Jtrutu* ano. otneri nut* 
Without fomfc Criterion therefore wftfrfcby 
to cfectcrthmb (which *rf the various Signifies 
tioro <£ the fame Adion'or OniiflkHi ace to 
he taken into the Account, in oijdier t6 
judge of the Morality or imitwrality thereof > 
all fa. has; find ttpoath^Sabjcd figritfks taot 
One Strawy ahd amontrts ttr nothing, i .l|i£ 
tefe hi^^ksitiAg, traa>tha* ^all AfttaMpoj: 
On^fflottsthit coaYcyiahti^o inyonelfioglc 
Body * Seftfe incordtft^nt . with the Thith, 
aiiy Truth whatever*) fofr do he w6t<hhimr 
fcl£ areata be look4:/upato as itomfiradb ' if 
ths& was; his Mcaatag) *'ifc was a .Yegrikranfee 
. -.: ■ £ .' one* 



dn<vW as wild a Thou^ as lyttcntefd 
into the Soul o£ M4tt : Such, r ia fhort, as 
may make the. moft innooca^ qpdthe moft 
vfrtaotis Aftions in the World* and fuch at 
aire allow'd fo to .be by all Mankind, in** 
moral; becaufcl fuch imy chance , to cock 
vey (asL they oftca have dpnfc), Notioos cm 
Apprehenfions . utterly inqoofiftent witk 
Troth.- ..,*"•■. -, - - 

It would bceifyto multiply Instances %>i 
Anions, very .various ia their Significations* 
feme of which would be agree^le to Truth> 
ethers not j bat I. (hall only Add one more 
brought by himfcif, jt< 9. Wkm Popillhw 
L*nas filiated to. have Cicefio prqftriked, 
mid that he might find bit* tut am be his 
Executioner ; would not bis?; Qmiage bay* 
fifficieritly figmjkdto ony.ooe y who was jg* 
nor ant of the. Cafe* ;. that TflAly -fitter was 
fome very bad Man, and kadcdefervedca* 
pilot *Pumfbment y or had fow.yvay g*ie+ 
nm/ly injured [this Man, or at kaft hfU 
net famed his Lift* or bad not as much 
Heafbn to expeft Mis, Service >md good 
Offices, upon Ocsafion, as fa evtrhad to 
txpoft : Tally *s, ?„ Now ?ftU v *h$fe various 
Significations L#n*s% K&wn, &A, by our 
Authbr's awn Confeffion* bat then k; ,*$ 
traah the Readers. while to feaa4rk> that 
this Carriage of. Lsqas, hgjfayg* wpuldoMfy 
hmief^nifid one: or tfkeijfjkfjf. *tyrw? 
:«{? Meanings 
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Meanings to me that was ignorant of tifi 
Cdfi; WhatdicniWould that Carriage of his 
have Signified to oac that was not ignorant of 
die Cafe, but kijew Tuify to be a Perfon of 
eminent Parts,* Learning, Eloquence and. 
Virtue, that had merited highly from his 
Country, arid; ^p^cularly from Ldnas, 
whofe Life he had jfovedJj why 'tis as clear 
as the Sun can be at Nqpn-day, that to fueh 
a Perfon it Wouf d have trad ne'er a one of 
thofe various Significations, but only this, that 
Ltenaswzs what the World call an ungrate- 
ful profligate Villain* What then becomes. 
of otir Authors Denial < of; the Truth, im- 
plied in the Behaviour of L*nas, wherein 
jteediely, according to him, the Immorality, 
^f If lay, and without which it would have 
been very innocent > Perhaps we fhall be 
told in the Language and Stile of our Au- 
thor, that L<enas by his Carriage denied 
Cicero to be a Man 5 a very pretty Defenfe ! 
He muft haVe> been ignorant of the Cafe 
With a witnefs, that from the Carriage of 
Litnas could have conceived an Imaginati- 
on, that Cieer* was a Cqw. 

From hence then, I fay, our Author's 
new Scheme of Morality appears clogg'd 
ind embaraficd with infuperable Difficulty. 
Since the fame Adions will have various 
Significations, with refped to thofe that are 
and thofe that arc not ignorant of the Caft, 

that 



Jhat is, the Condition and Circuniftances of 
the Aftor, and the Relation he (lands In to 
the World about him, and of thole various 
Significations, fome will be agreeable to 
Truth and fome not. In the midft of all 
this jpcrpie^ing Variety, wfaajt Significations 
we are to have regard so, hi forming a 
Judgment of the Morality or jLmmpraUty 
of Jyiman Aftions, will, I doubt, be im- 
jMfliblc jto determine upon any 
jftantjal Reafons : And yet without \ 
4 uthor "s po&rine comes to nothing 
Jay, what is all that is [left ,to b< 
,.ev#de jthat difficulty and PajpJiefci 
is fuffiqent to render an Action o 
ion irnmoralj if it does but comniunicatc. or 
.carry with it an Intjimation, that interferes 
wjth any Truth, . to the Jvlind of any Body 
whatever, whether ignorant or not igno- 
rant of , the iCaje, J fay, jp oretend to eva^Ie 
.*he .Difficulty -thus, would be down- 
- Jight Madnefc; and Dfftra&ipn. Atnd there- 
fore, tho* what our Author fays up and 
down .his Book, .feerns to amount to ..that, 
and any one at firft Reading would be in- 
,cJina^le to think he meant fo; y,et, as that 
f js. a Meaning \not to be reconciled yikh 
cjamnaon ,Senfe, J .cannot think he would 
fee guilty offucji an Abfurdity : And there- 
fore it will lie upon the Efpoufers of nis 
Notion of MQraJhjy, Jf .any fuch there be, 
■'•■■■ jr to 
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to make up the Deficiency of his Scheme* 
by giving us feme Criterion, whereby W& 
may be enabled to diftinguifh, in die Va- 
riety of Significations the fame Afition or 
Omiflion may poffibly have, thofe we art 
to form a Judgment upon, as to the moral 
Good or Evil thereof; / 

JBut to go to the Bottom of this Bufinefs 
Of the Signification of Aftions at once* 
The free and voluntary Aftions of Men 
may have various Significations, according 
to the various Senfe and Difcernment, the 
different Knowledge of Mankind, particu- 
larly of the Condition and Circumftances 
of the Perfon a&ing, and thofe hisA&ion 
has any. Relation to, in different Obfervers. 
This is evident beyond all Difpute, that dif- 
ferent Perfons may have different Sthfts, 
Notions, Apprehenfiona or Proportions con- 
veyed to them by the fame Aftion.' And 
accordingly we find that Perfons Well ac- 
quainted Vith the World, fuch as have ftu- 
died Mankind, Vill penetrate ftrangely into 
other Men, and difcover by their way arid 
mariner of A&ion their Notions, Humours, 
Inclinations, paffibns, real Deftgns and Itt- 
9 tentions, where others of lefs Difcernment 
' will he altogether at a lofs, or have vefry 
different Conceptions. I (hail endeavour 
to illdftratc what I fityby another Inftfcrtfce 
fctch'd frbm our Auiiior/, 10. IfKJboidd 
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enter into Compact withB, by which he. fro-, 
ifiifis and, engages never to do fame certain. • 
Thjftgi#nd after this he- does that Thing > in 
this Cap if) mtjt be granted that bis Aft inter; 
Jrretwffh his Tromife, and is contrary to it. 
Now it cannot interfere with his Tronufe. 
but it tnujt alfo :inierftre- with the Truth of 
that TTOppJitum, whtck fays there was fuch 
a 'Pro mjfe made, or that there is fuch a. 
Compfitf fubfifiing. If this Tropofitjon lie 
true, A'tnadefuch a certain Agreement with. 
B,- it would he denied by this,, A never 
,'with B; <why? be- 
S'ts latter is inconfiftent 
Talferted in the former. 
^Denial, or, that which 
(/, is tMfj Incanffience-: 
jlf\tken- r tfie Behavioftr.ffl "A be^woHfiflent 
with the jigreevtent .pientioned. in the fpr- 
^er^r^ft'm^hM^rapofitiQ^is as, much 
denied oy}A.y Behaviour, as it can' be by 
jhejaiter or any athex firopofitioy. . . 
W I^bferve in the. fijift Pr^ce that what but 
Author foySjfth&t'A's, Aft cannot _ interfere 
.,wjtb fas ^*Propiif& ■ .but 1 it mujf interfere 
with, the Truth of fhift Tropofetion, •which 
fays, thorp was,. fuck a ' Tromife -'made, is 
,ia%. .For let u&Yupjx>fe A- oomesto By 
. fometipie .', after the' Promife ' rpade, J and 
, jnakes aDcclaration^n thefc Words j I will 
( do wijatj pronufed you I would not : Tis 
ylain this Declaration interferes with, or is 
E % contrary 
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contrary tb the Prbmifc, 4hiJ yet is Yd Ar> 
' from denying flifat Jt - aWbttfrftdgt* 'it.* 
Why then may not the A8^ WhW* & 
Bdt tne 1 Beclaratioil ih fcfi, or jta* to fiatft? 
Cation, interfere, or "be med Aeift Vftfc 
xheffcromue, Without . nccefrtfly Tftptytog '* 
Denial of it. tx$ U ftfppofe apftiF-W 
Arranger to both ^and B, 6ut fcJd&ntMty 
£re$rit at the faaBri&oY- the Prormie. ifhb 
Aftion of J, xontriry to r&Promifti 6Sfifl3 
never fuggeft to him tttat that hid tjfeeri ntt 
Pronjife; when he knew Ac contrary. r '-T& 
Very evident the Action of /f s co^Id nave rid 
fuch Intimation orMeanitfg with fcft&ift-- 
C; bttt it might raUc fevenl other Thoughts 
or Imaginations, in Ws Mind; a^ foViri- 
ftanct, this, perhaps S has released A fro* 
the Obligation; Or this, perhaps ^ htis 
made 8 Satisfti&on ;foine other wliys : 'Or 
this, perhaps B has done fome gre^mjuft' 
to A, and by that means cancel'd : the OWiV 
nation : "Or this, perhaps there was fome 
Condition imply ed to.^e'jperforni'dd by B 9 
which being not gcrfbfmM, A w$s • at LK 
b*fty : Or this, y* had forgot nis^romifej 
or perhaps S is dead, and ^ by that means 
difcftargfcd from the Obligation : '<$r^eiHar\s 
fomebody told A '£>, andfcy th«it means 
occafioned bis acting contrary to'His'Prd- 
rnife: Or perhaps /hie , was commanded tb 
do the ¥ hing by fome that hid 1 Attmority'fo 

CO 
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j» command him : Or finally A is I whir 
rfic World <^fl a Krtare. 

Thdc arc all pDffiMe Meanings of JN 
A£$ob to C, beeaufc it Might very *a% 
fuggeft or dbhvey, One of more of ehefe 
fevetal Propdftfehs, to his Mind. But out 
Author's jprctcflded Meaning, it is utterty 
ftttpoftbic Jti A^i6tt ftoAM figgeft to C; 
**6 knew there had been fflch a Promifc 
rtadc: That Knowledge of his wotrld ef- 
feduafly excluie the leaft Thought <or Una- 
tion, t&ft there had been tio Pjorrtife 
n; No* if %rt ftppofc C, rciy weft 
acquainted^ 1yith A y and -J^ then foaie «f 
fltefc Wetnlft^s ffiay vanifti, and Of the reft 
tHfletdnt Significations Iconic attached to 
the A£Hotv of w?, acCdidingvtO ' Ac <U tfeijBrtt 
Characters ti^f 1 ^, and >& >tf ^ fc*?« * 
•very 'good I^ame'forHo^fty, whil*>£ pat 
£s*h Ae World fof a TricWter, the 3!g. 
■hlffcations of iif s- Aftion ' wfl! be in his la- 
V^r, and Yifcfe *e*&. 

; ^fow Tu]5bofc any >d*e ^ the firft nine 
Significations^ >x trtte, 'thc'rck \*tth*hfc 
T^tith -wbitfd *Be HVhtit, <4gfcty«tthc Ac- 
tioh :of # ^'Ihrioccftt < 'Wheteas if *he 
i iMbrni|tjr ,6f it ^as-to be^udgecf 6f> attd-dc- 
'tei^fti'd'by^thie pfa!n-oBVibos-Mcahi% •* 
bnVAttthoVstelexif MbJaUty, tfiat *$>A&. 




/. J & 'Innocent ^r-Iawftil, vie- <eught 
c to 



to h» condemn^ as i?n moral, hpcaufe k ha^t 
fo many various Meanings* qU>i&coajKftejt{: T 
Vfth the Trotfe. '.'As for laftancc, iuppofe B 
to ihwe fijankiy j rcleafed jf £qtn the QJtiJ\ 
gation of his Promife," unknpwn, to.Qs Jt% 
Aftioa contrary. 'to- jJiftProfl^fetgijfcnj wo^l^ 
b^indilfcuiably. riisejrjn hapnlefe,, •; .-innpc.cnt^ 
irtdf lawful c AjMiyei all sbj^o^^^^anjngs 
or. Significattojfis offcjs Aaian,ffypuld intjer-/ 
fexeKv?itb th<j £ruth of i^t .P^qpof^ion, 
thaitl Jfr Jiad .fxanjdy xeleafed J^f from.j|L£ 
Obligation of, .his jPrpmifc^j and ,fp . by, put 
Asuhoris. Rule, ^fy , A&iqn jypu|d be img^ 

/i J iUppofei&e Reader by ■dw-Time^-gH 
pretty ;plainly*.haiy little the J WotW,iyrtfti 
Wige'd.to, : Mr,i^^<w.fp^hM ne^J^jj 
©n>, *>«! B-UlQiof Morality. :._ I 4b.aLL but tafcc 
Notice spf one Ijiftance mpre.pf hjs Wea^-. 
ne& Hppn th&HPfd» of th$^ftiaLofjjrud> 
tty, i&mora) 39 ,/V^ous Anions. jje : tejjf 
us, p. 28. that a 'Debtor, jfv^f.rffufes to 

&it Creditor^ dt^^je^st^jimex w$ 
iltbeCreditriifo.lfc tye. editor's. -, I .An* 

i;wer, ;t thQ\icApuid fciPW lCo.true,;upcp 
the Suppofa* .of Property a^nong^men, <$# 
the Pebtor's SLefufal' did deny tfyc. Creditors 
Property: Yet pur Autho^ is t nc^jaj Liberty 
to.fuppofe, ( there is/H>ch' a.jTJ^g as Pro- 
perty in the ; *V?or\d, or that jyffl. -M* 1 *. eff 1 
be truly faid *o , fcajp I irJWB9R-„M^.*W[ 
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Thing: Uecaufd fuch a Suppofition, is t*k* 
in£ the Thin£ for granted, which it is th<t 
Dcfign of this firft Sediod of his Book to 
prove. The Reader muft remember, that 
tyhat dur Atithor proposes in? this firft Sec- 
tidn > i^ to make out in general, that there 
is a Religion,' 5 or Law ofiNdtute * nowPito* 
jpetty is founded in iiheLaw bfc Nature, and 
IS, < without? that , nothing; but an empty 
•Name ; So that t6 fuppofe Property, is to 
fuppofe there is a/ Law of Nature* the ivery 
Thing in Qneftion, and which it is the lJUf 
firfefs and Deftgn of this Seftibn to prove 
Thit Property is grounded -upon the Law 
of Nature^ if evident,, becaufe it is nothing 
but a Power to enjoy or difpofe of a Thing* 
agreeably to the good filorfurtf of Go4, al- 
lowed, and* granted, by thcXaw of Nature 
Thus ajti Honfcft manis faid to h*ve.%P|ft- 
pclrty in his Life, or a 'Right to his ;kjf$, 
that is, a Power or Licence from thp kay 
of God, to enjoy it 5 fo thn. whoeYer,#ws 
about to take it from hinv or, difturfc hfcp, 
ill the peaceable Enjoyment of it, beco^s 

thereby liafeie. to the Difpleafure of God*, *n£ 
his Vengeance. Thus too a Man is ; faidto 
have a Property in Lands or Goods, thafcis, 

: Allowance or Licence >>frbm tbfc X&YiQf 
God, to ufe/ and difpofe, of rhen?,, that, js f 
giye, fell, or barter th^mr.^d/dWt?fefe 
whbtver gocsafcout* by,FraRd* p* Jjyjqflje, 

• ; ; 2 .to 
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to moleft, difturb, let, or hinder hjm, ig 
the Ufc of his Property, cooiwy to thft 
Intention of the Lav, becomes fherchy ex? 
pofed co the BLcfentmest of the Aimighqr. 
as acting contrary to 1m Pkafiuv, declared 
by the Voice of Nature. This fe, I think, 
what «*cry Body means by Propefty, that 
have any meaning at aUM the U|jb#f jhat 
Word, which I am afraid our Author had npfr 
by his weak Way of talking about it &fi& 
from hence it appears very aoanifeuly, ft 
plain Pegging of the QueOion to fuppofc 
any fiich Thing as Property, in an Attempt 
to prove, that there is a Law of Nature, 
kecaufe k « /uppofing the very Thing to ,he 

fsroved. 

In other Inftanccs of immoral A&ion or 
Omiffion, wherein PropiMty is not concern- 
ed, out Author doei, I think, Aeep pretty 
<clear of the Supposition of moral Truth, 
tad rather choofes to iput - Grange .kind of 
tmctfuth far-fetchedMcanings, upcuv immo- 
ral Aflioro or Omiflions, than to take No- 
tice ofone Meaning, theymight he iuppof- 
<d co have athoufand Times mote obvv 
,J *hanthofe of his own coining v >tba,is» < 
their implying the Denial of jnrnrat Trurfi, 
or the fuppofed Obligation from the Xav/pf 
<God, with Refpea- to thofc A Aiona, or, P- 
ralffions. And herein he .afted VAry ( iight, 
*»thcictwo very^vioot'ftjeafons. QtisM, 
<.'• . ~ '"""-"'" that 






» 



\ 



y >. 



( 33 ) 

thif tRc Fdunding the Immorality ?6r> Vicfr 
oufiids of any a&toflu or Omifli6h, -in the 
Itei)iid/ of moral Truth, or the Obligation 
^ote the Law of Niture, refpefting that 
A$ion, or Omiiijion, Would have -been vb- 
itbly :fij£p6fing the Thing he was' to prbve> 
that there 4s moral Truth, a Law or Reli- 
gion of Natute ; for thefeare ail the fame. 
The other is, that, a hieaning affignUto 
immoral A€ttbns : iihplyihg a Denial of mo 
*ai Truth, would be in Effcft fetting afide 
the other Vpretehded» Meaning, implying a 
denial of Things to be whit they, are! 

The Application of this m .an Inftance, 
Will perhaps better 'let thev Reader i into: my 
Meanings A Man of Ability, he tells ns» 
p. i ?• that jbould never give my ibing t§ 
the 'Pwr* wmtd certainly d&ythe'C<mditi* 
m tjfth&pMir, *tobe<whut4t is y mtfhis owa 
to be what it is] rNoty this'appears at firft 
'Sight,- to: any indifferent Reader, - a very 
violent, fore'd Senfe, put mpon' the rich 
Man's. Negleft, and; fuch a . Meaning, /as, J 
dare fay, never aiiy ohc dreamt of j before 
our Authors The Condition; of both, ris 
oftentimes fo very glarings and evident. to 
th^ .World, that neither can .the rich Man 
intend a^y fuch thing by his Negled of the 
Poor* as: to deny their Chreuitaftances, and 
his owh, to be what they are; that would 
be too ftupid and ridiculous for any . one 

F , • . . . in 
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ih bis Witi to intend ; and for that: Reafon 
his Omiffion cannot naturally carry any fuch 
intimation, or Signification, along with it, 
but this rather, as vaftly more obvious, and 
natural , that he did now look upon him- 
felf as obliged by any Lav of God, to re- 
lieve them; and fo his Negleft of them 
would be a Denial, not of their Gireum- 
ftances, and Condition, to be what they 
are, but only of his Obligation to regard 
or relieve thtim. Now this Meaning of the 
rich Man's Omiffion or Ncgleft, viz. the 
Denial of all Obligation to relieve the Poor, 
infinitely more obvious, and natural, than 
that of his own, he takes no Notice of, 
and fo far he was undoubtedly right : £e- 
caiife that was vifibly nothing to his Pur- 
pofe, hut inconftftcnt with it j for to pre- 
tend to rprove the rich Man's Negkd x>£ 
the Poor imn\oral, becaufe it implies a De- 
nial erf this Tnlth, that the Rich are obliged 
to relkvethe Poor, is fo palpably proving 
the Thing by itfelf , that no Man of our 
Authors Senfc, or indeed but common Senfe, 
jcouid^ell be guilty of it. But having no 
♦clear diftinft Notion of Property, he has, 
on Cafes, where that is concern d, unluckily 
?Munder f d updn that manner of tP*#of, com- 
1 monly called petitio fftnnpii. The Denial 
krf Property ? in ■ the Owner did not fo vifibly 
rirnply i:he Suppofitioh «of r a Law of Nature, 
/as the Denial* of Obligation did. And 
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Aad then if our Author had iakta No- 
tice of, and inftfted upon this Meaning of 
the rich Man's Inhumanity to th? Boar, the 
Denial of ail PbUgafion to relieve them, 
> that would have effectually fer afcte the 
other, the Denial of his own, and the Poor V 
Circumstances to be what they are, ^ be- 
ipg plainly inconiiftent therewith > for if Ac 
natural Meaning of the rich Matfs want 
of Charity, be a Denial of his .Obligation 
to relieve the Poor, it is grounded upon 
the JSuppjCxGtion that their Citcunriftanccs and 
Jab own are what they are, and by confer 
quence cann6t jftand with the contrary Sup- 
pofcion. There oould, its manifeft, he no 
' foundation ipr any onoi to conceive, from 

-the rich Man's rNeglpft of ibis poor Heigh* 
hours, any Imagination that he denied, or 
4td not look upon him&lf to he obliged JtO 
relieve them, but upon the &nppofttion,*hat 
dais Ciccumftances and ixis poor Meighbcmrs 
are what .they aae* that is, ttat,he wasiUoh, 
and they Poor. Sp that it is ^s plain 36 
- any thing can be, that thofe Jtwo Meanings 
^FCiUtterly incompatible and joconfiftentwith 
one another • - 

But fuppo£qgA&ioo$ or Qmiflions right- 
ly dc^<>minatcd innnoral, did really imply 
aDeriial of the Truth, Inch as our Author 
<eontcwd$ for, ^Denial of Things to be what 
-thfey** ace ; yet *hOw .will it ^llow.fromfuch 
■ :% Fa a 
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aDiniai, that rtiofe Anions therefore arfetraly 
and ptbpetly immoral, that Is, contrary to thfc 
Will'^ftd good- Plfeafure of God, declared 
fey- die Vofee of Reafba, ot the Ligbt 6f 
Nitiife * Eor this our Author gives feve*ai< 
RtAfohs, • whish I come itow> in the /next 
Msec; to examine We arc told* p; rj. 
Mo Aft* ^whether Word or < Deed) of' avy 
Beite to whom moral Good or * E<vtl m im- 
putable^ that interferes with any traeTrfh 
psfitioriy or denies any thing [to be at it ir> 
torn be rights That is, if oar Autho&mcans 
an^ thing \a thePurpofe; agreeable to the 
Will and 1 Mind af iSod \ 'arid therefore wh*t 
he fayv itwffr: amount to this,, that every 
jftochr A&ion muft Ae immoral, or contrary 
^oj^mcltwf or Rule,' which God has prb- 
iirribed to the A&k>ns y and Conduct of Men. 
'Eofc right and t^fotig-ntuft be' here tanta- 
mount to 1 njor& £frd in^mordl r commanded 
and forbidden, agceeable and difagreea We to 
.the. divine Law 5 for if : he means any thing 
ndfcbf right and wrongs it is rai}bly. nbthing 
to the/ Puppofe; 
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-tunsiithtts; . If that SPt*- 
pofitioh which is falfe be wrongs that AS 
titiick' impJivs; fa is 

j^?7»«/^^/ i» r /^ r^w«7T A^ !^^ r " Af r^«/e 'iris ' 
the n/ery ¥rop^tionMn^f^ice.;:}!yi^l 
tfcar the Word: strong :frahds -for Nothing, 
f iprwhatis.,«hidikme as nothing, to car^Ai** 
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thoifs Purpofe. Thfi Ttrt»s» of Bight and 
Wrong are trot applicable to Propositions at 
all, ift any moral Senfe> or Signification of 
them, nor to any tiling *lfe, bat the Adions, 
or Omiffions of reasonable Beings. What > 
Voull fay perhaps, is not a falfe Proportion 
viftbiy wrong? Yes to be fure, if by wrong yott 
D&ean folfe, a falfe Proportion is certainly falfe. 
Right and Wrong are Denomination* given 
to things, upon account of their Agreement 
or Difagreement with fome Rule, to whkh 
they ace referred, and by which they are 
judged of. , Now. the only Rule to which 
Propofitions, considered as true or falfe, are 
referred, and by which they are judged of, 
is the Nature and Exiftence of things, or 
shatter of Fad. Such , Proportions -as are 
conformable thereto, may be, and are pro- 
perly called right, thofe, that are not, wrong; 
that as, true or falfe, and in no other Senfe 
can Proportions, be denominated right or 
-wrong. Thefe Terms in their Application 
to Proportions , fig nhy. neither more nor 
kfs, than true or fidfe^ For Jaftancc, this 
Proportion, that the Diagonal of a*Square 
is commensurable to the Side thereof,, can- 
not be faid to be wrong, in any other Senfe, 
than as it is <- not agreeable to the Nature 
rOf thofe Line$> ot the Nature of a Square $ 
- lb that *o ' fay •: that Proportion is wrong, 
fr but the ve^r;if»me ? as. to.foy it is falfe. 

4 - : '•' " And 
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And I ddirr any one^. that ca» dilute * 
Thing fo vecy evident , <;o inform me ho$r 
the Topi oir^ r in tite moral Senfc Of Ifc 
£a& be applied %o that; or /aay other faUfo 
fropofuion whatfoevtr> Proportions ocm% 
Afored in themfeives,.* arc iwrar calkd, nor 
can properiy be cdM« iw^al: <>r imiworftL 
The affittwflg- or <k**yi©g Propofitiofis may 
jcoifte tinder; thoie D^>omin4tion5, butihtt 
J? CDpofitions, thcmfcb 7 e$ cannot; KV any 
iFcacher; of tihfc Afathematicfcs ftiould go *r 
i»ut tomifle&d, and rropofeji&pom hfc;;Sefa0- 
Jtor, by affirming* and finettwading .to ctemtior 
^ate the forefeidProp^km, raat, ; l$ra*f; 
>puld be warong in the anoral Stenfe jof the 
Wozd^ Azvisj it woifld be rations or imr 
srioral, -becanfe forbid by the Law of Qodt 
but it is Noiiienfe to iay;thePiXJpoiki0flaitr 
<felf is ,(o* ; Ibis is fo venry :plain, 05 jnotm 
adroit of; a->Difpute. IfulwardFore the Word 
wrong here; fignifies fatfe, rehidh is all (the 
£eh£e it can have, .when; applied to . Pnopo* 
idiom* tiheft what otor Author fays* will <fae 
this, ff /iwf ^Prvpojitibn which Js falfi be 
falfi, that > Aft- mkith Jnffas Jkdk**'fPr+ 
fajitim* vrw founded in dtjcanuat fatrm* 
& declttrMftvetf iheTwthy contrary io that 
falfi T^PpoftiioTPy which k>Jto be :£xm. vecy 
;truc, but ttt stbc &itt£ Tdnje very trifling, 
^nd liothing at all to thejPfU$ofe > fiwrthe 
.Things be, proved .was, mot that : Aftions 

which 
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which imply a Denial of the Truth, cinnot 
be declarative of the Trtithtihey deny, which 
is fei£evident, and needs ho Proof, but 
that fuch Anions are immoral or forbidden 
by God. - 

Cue Author's fecond Proofs is but the 
fame over again in different Words, to wifc 
thxt nothing can interfere with any *Pr6* 
pofition, that is true, but it rmft likewife 
interfere with Naturt — and canfequentfy be 
vnnatural or wrong in Nature $ far I defire 
my one to tell me, what interfering with 
Mature, unnatural or wrong in Nature? can 
poffibly ''here figntfy* bbt falfe, or declara- 
tive »of what is falfe. So tfhat our Authors 
Way >ctf proving A&ions, orOmiffions, that 
^leny Truth, to be immoral, or edmraiy t<> 
the Will of <3od, is but affirming over and 
over again in darker -Language, that A&f* 
*ms oik Omiffions that deny Truth deay 
T*uth : A ^wonderful Demonftration, to be 
fare, of their being immoral ! 

His third Proof, is the fame again exac- 
tly i with a Variation of < the Phrafe oitf^ 
:He i tells us, p. i+. that to awn things to be 
as they are, is to own what Goa caujes, 
,-orwtkdft permits, to*bethus*aufed, or per- 
mitted, and this is totake things as he groat " 
-them, togointa-his Canfiitutianaf % the Warily 
tinfrtofubmit to his Will, revealed in the 
'Books *of Name 5 ta do this "therefore muft 
" be 



he agreeable to his WIU, m4 if fa the ttri* 
twy nwft be dif^peahU, .Npw thp Phr&fcs* 
to take tbmgs as G&d gives x thetn* to go in* 
to his Confiitution of the World* are box 
different Ways of wording the fame Scnfe, 
.o£<)wning things to be as they, art, by Ac- 
tions or Omifliotts. .If. any one thinks o* 
therwife, I dcfire him to make put how 
and wherein they differ? as likewife to Chew 
Jhbw owning Socrates to have been a Per- 
ion of a4ipirablc Virtue, and Julius Cafar 
a gre^t Rojgue, is taking things as, God 
gives them, and goifig info his Conftitutim 
of the World, fm^fttivg t toMsffitll, r*r 
wealed in the Books of Mature : If any more 
js pieant by that Language, than to own 
^things to have been as they were or to be 
jas they are. Perhaps I.fhall be told, that by 
owning things to be as they ar?, our Author 
means only owning them fo to be* in Ia- 
itances of A&ion or Omiffion, where a con- 
trary Behaviour would imply a Denial of 
things, to Jbe as they, are. To which I fay, 
if he meant fo, he (hould have faid fo'* 
/whereas his Proportion is general without 
reftri&iori : However we fliall apply his Lan- 
guage to an Inllance a not liable to be dif- 
puted as improper. It is doubted whether 
a Man of Ability is obliged to relieve the 
Poor by any Law of Nature. Yes, fays*our 
Author, he is: Not tp do it, would be to 
^ ^ deny 






deny his own £oriditloft and that of tb* 
Poof to --tit wliat they ire,' and to relieve 
them will bfc; 't/tking-fftfags to God h*s 
rfyek' them, d#4 gbtng hifvms Coriftitutivn 
bf the prnMijBmittim -Jir his WW ft- 
vealed in the Book of Natures fotMiiaip 
ing thing* as Qod has- given ihe&, is here; 
it fefems, altering things that Ood has caiit- 
fed ©if permitted to be"; and coming ittt4 hi} 
Confiftution of the Worlds ' is altering that 
Cohftftution, which he mmfelf hai appoint-, 
y& ot permitted to be: A very ftrangc Wty 
<rf taking things as he has given them, arid 
£ornrng kitd his Conftiiution of the World** 
^tes^angaage, one would think, Ji" rather 
t&6tt juilly applicable to tht quite contrary 
J C6rfdu&; a Negled of the Poor j be&nffe 
Ijy that things are left in the Condition He 
: kas-,fcaufed or permitted them to bt, and 
rn^Coriftitution of things fmfered to re- 
inaiti unaltered, it is. by this Time, I fup- 
* gofe; pretty' evident to the Reader that thjs 
Signage of Mr. Wollafioris amounts to no- 
thing, but a dark myftical Way . of Bxjtarf- 
flng, what in other Words 1 he caljs, own- 
ing things to be what they are, and Is very 
tar from being' any Proof of what he pro- 
pofed. ; 

His next ¥ioof is much of a piece with 
the former. Things cannot be denied*, fie 
fays, to be what the% are "Without contra- 

G dieting 
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di&ing Axiom and Truths eternal 
that have always, fubfijied in the divine 
Mind— —and cannot be denied > but thd 
Truth of the divine Knowledge muft be de^ 
rued too. All this is but faying again hi* 
other. Words, that the Denial of Truth is 
the Denial of Truth, and proves nothing, 
"the Denial of any Truth is the Denial 
of that to be true which God knows to 
be true, becaufe he knows all Truth % 
but cannot be called a Denial of theTrutfr 
or Certainty of the divine Knowledge 
unlefs it was to be denied under that Con* 
^deration precifely, of its being Trudi 
known to the divine Being. But be that 
as it will; let it be granted, that the Deni- 
& otmiT&ih is the Denial of the Truth 
pf the divine Knowledge, it is a grofs Abfujr 
dity, a Conuadidion in Terms: But that it 
is an Immorality , ihould not here have been 
. fuppofed but proved. Thofe that deny that 
God has given any Law to Men, do there- 
by deny that he , has laid them under any 
fc-eflxaint, with refped to their Conduft 
towards hifli* or demands any Reverence or 
Regard from them : And therefore our Au- 
thor, who undertook to prove that therp 
is a Religion ot Law of Nature, fhould not 
have taken, the Thing for granted, as he 
here does. To deny Truth, fays he, is to 
4eny the Truth of die divine Knowledge : 
"V " ^ Well, 
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Well, wh# then? fays the Ejpirurem, h<w ; 
does that prove it to be itmSiOral ot con- 
trary to the divine Will ? God's Happinefc 
is not tfPefted by the Behaviour of: Men; 
and therefore he regards it not, but has left 
them to aft as they pleafe. So that tia> 
prove AdUbns or Omiffions contrary to the 
Will of God, it is not fufficient to allcdge 
that they imply a Denial of the Truth of 
the divine Knowledge, becaufe fuch a De- 
nial is no Immorality, but upon the Sup- 
pofition of a Law that requires Honour andi 
Worfhip to be paid to God 5 Avhich is the 
very thing to be proved, and therefore not 
to be fuppofed. Our Author fays i 
that it's contrary to the Government 
Sovereignty of G6d 5 but faying is not prpv* 
ing. ' To fuppofe God to be a Governor, as 
our Author here does, without proving it, 
is to fuppofe he has given Laws to the 
World (fdr a Governor, a fovercign Go* 
vernor, without Law, is a Contradi&ion in 
Terms) the very thing he fliould lave 
proved. * 

It is a little fhrpriiing to fee how but 
Author prefents his Reader, with the very 
felf fame Stuff, under different Difguifcs, 
over and over again; It brings to mind a 
Story, I have read, of a Roman ^ General; 
that was entertained with a vaft Variety, as 
lie imagined, of feveral forts of Veniion, 
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very good, ttto? at % tw>t<K>' when? Vcnfc 
(on vas not nracJiih Seafon. XJpoiii ex* • 
IweffiBJg/hfe Wonder at it, he was iftUl tJw -•> 
word fifrprifed to &id it was only Swine's 
Hefh, 4Tfguifcd by various vay* of Cookery j, 
jiift "t^09 does out Author, deal wkh, hi$ 
Readers: Whilft they imagine themfelvct 
cntcrtain'd with a envious Variety of VenV 
fen, his Feaft is all made up. cntitely of reafty 
Bacoa. Inftead of feveral foUd fubftantial. 
Reafow far his Dti&rtoc, whkh -a careteffr 
Feroial might difpoTc his Reader* to ima- 
gine tbemfclve* regal'd with, there ts in* 
deed nothing but the fame Thought* that 
Ac Denial of Truth is the Denial of Tenth* 
drcfiad^ap in a Variety of Prirafe, irith a 
SB^pofitiori all along of the Immorality <rf 
it, under that Dtfgaifc. But to return j w<j 
?rc told in the fifth Place* ftfoaf ta trtat 
Times stmt feaag <mbat th«y m*> is t* 
put bitttrfor fweet (that is, t© deny Truth) 
tDarhups fir Light (dipny Truth again) 
mmkeifirjhtit (denying Truth again) 
Occidrt mferos Crambe repetita. That if 
the oW Song over agtin; the Denial of 
Troth is the Denial of Troth. Qht ! hm 
j!ai« «fi. Ah! but here's worfc behind 
alUl 6 Wa to fubtcst aU. Science, tenovtnct 
all Seafc of Truth, flatly ta deny the £x» 
aftence of any Thing. : Wonderful 1' who 
xm'ik h*\fc thought it, if our Aueta* had 

not 
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not told u$ £>) or who befides hlmfclf 
cou'd have found out, for Inftancc, that to 
commit Fornication, is to deny that there 
is&> much as one Woman in the World; 
and to $pt drunk, is to deny that; there is 
one PxP|V of Liquor, Axons or final]*, for a , 
Man to quench his Third: with, upon the, 
Face of, the . whole- Earth; Nay- to deny 
that there is any Earth, any World, any- 
Man, o* ought elfe ? How has poor Scienco 
done to iUbfift in the Worlds under fuch 
terrible and fitfiousAffaultv from the Vices, 
and Jollies of, Men ? Nay» what i&far more : 
wonderful fcoweome$ it Co many vicious 
Men attain to fo great a Decree of Per- 
fection in the fevers! Sciences I whil&They 
poor Fellows are, it feems, without kaow- 
ing any thing of the Matter, or meaning 
any the lcaft Harm of that kind, daUjr fub- 
verting all Science, renouncing all Senfc of 
Truth, ■ and falfly denying the Eiiftcnce oif 
any. one Thuag. 1 dare not be anfwerablo 
fix it, that the Reader (hall not fitfptf&oux 
Author? from his way of talking, -to have 
renounced ail Senfc of Truth. But I daw 
(ay he will think this P«obf of his too extra- 
vagant ta dcierve ;; a ferious Confutation, 

laft R»eafon for his Doctrine is, that 
Un} things to be. wjbat theym* is a 
*/&*JPw ofthegrtat Law efoti* No- 
^(foLwtffoafiK Hf waitapiovo 
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thefe is a Law of Nature, jd Law of Rca- 
fon, and that Adions or Omiffionsi, denying 
Truth* arc contrary to that Law 5 and this is ; 
here done at laft for a finishing Stroke, by * 
a* folemn Affirmation ; ; without fo much ; 
as the kift' Offer pjade for anything of; 
Proof. V . 

Thus 1 have gone through all Mr. Wot- 
lofton has advanced, for the Support of his ; 
lingular Notion of Morality ; and having, 
I hope, ftifficiently deftroyed his fundamen- ' 
tal Maxim,. I judge it ncedlefs to purfue him 
in the Application of it to the feyeral 
Branches of Morality, I {hall only add 
a few Reflections, by which perhaps, the 
Reader may be ' enabled to difcern the 
Weaknefs of his Do&rine, ftill the more 
clearly, and in a better Light. 
. He every where ipeaks of owning Things* 
to be as they are, as in it fclf a matter of 
the higheft Importance, as the nef far ultra* 
beyond which no Man needs or ought to go 
in his Enquiries or Confutations, what is fit 
or proper to be done or hot. This is the 
Principle in which the Mind is finally to 
reft and acquiefce, as if that alone was i 
Thing defirable in and for itfelf, and every 
thing elfc with a View to that only 3 yhich 
is a Contradi&ion to the. common Senfc 
and Experience of Mankind: For a little 
Reflection may quickly fatisfie anyone, that 
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nothing but Plcafure or Happinefs is or cm 
be defurable upon its own Account, with- 
out Reference, to any thing elft: And that 
t other Things are definable and purfued by 
us, ptxly fo far. as they are conceived or ap~ 
prehended to J>e the Means of attaining; 
Pleafure or Happinefs. Nothing again is or 
can be the Obied of Hatred or Averfion in 
it felfj, or upqn its owq> Account, but Paitt 
or Mifery. Other Things we have a Ha- 
tred or Averfion for, not t for themfelves* 
but for the Pain or Mifery that is flip- 
pofed to attend or follow from them. 
Happinefs, >in ftiort> is the ultimate End of 
4all pur Aims and Dpfigns, all our Wifhes 
and Defures. This, ( either prcfent or future 
we constantly and ftcadily purfue. Nojr can 
it be otherwife; And for the Ttftth of this 
I appeal ^ to the inward Feeling and Ex- 
perience of all Mankind, not excepting our 
Author himfelf, who has fomethmg very 
like it, p. 35. where he tells us Tain, con* 
jidered in itfelf, tea real Evils TUafure a 
not Good—— Tleafore is in itjilf ? deferable > 
Tain to be avoided : Which is more thin 
.can be ; faid of owning and denying thing* 
to be what they are, I am fure ; The former 
is not deftrable- in and for itfpjf; alone, 
without -Regard to any thing fuxthei^ that 
V the privilege of Happinefs alone * tonfe- 
quently gwhing things to be as they axe is 
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lid further defirablc than as it is a .Meaft£ 
more or lefs conducive to the End of all 
bur Wilhcs and Defires, Happinefs. : - 

To hifift therefore with fo much Sifrefi . 
npori the treating of Things, as what the^ 
are y to make fuch a mighty Pother, fd 
&uge a Din and Buftle up and down his 
Book, as he does, about owhingThings bf 
Atftion or Omiffioi* t& bt 'what they arc^ 
a Man to be a Man, Men's Circumftancei 
to be wha* &ey are, Happinefs to be Hap^ 
pinefs, Mifery to be Mifery, &t. as if this 
was fomethmg defirablc in vnd for it feff 
without Regard to Gonfequenccs, nay 
even preferaoic to Happinefs it felf 5 for 
fome Cafes put by hirti arc- fo fdlved, and 
his way of talking now and' then ffich 
as fecm to imply as much? I fay to infift 
upon this Owning of Things to be what 
they are, in fuch a way, is talking like one 
that was a Stranger tQ human Nature. 
Happinefs with Mm feems but to be Mat- 
ter of 4 fecondary Confederation to abet the 
Praftice of Truth 5 as if Happinefs had been 
appointed by the Author or Nature only to 
encourage the Praftice of Truth, or own- 
ing Things to be what they are, and the 
Regard due to Truth ntit inmtutcd or com- 
manded, as it is purely and folely with a 
View to the Well-being and Happinefs of 
Mankind. In all the Inftances of Int- 
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morality of the moft difmal GoH&quenct 
to the World, in reprefenting the Natuif* 
of the Crime, the great Strefs. is laid apod 
their implying a Denial of the Truth, thfc 
Denial of things to be what they are> whilft 
the dreadful Conferences are overlook*^ 
or but (lightly touched upon ; as if God was 
more concerned to have Things own'd for 
what they are, than to fee his Creature? 
contribute mutually, to one another's HaJ>pt+ 
nefs, which is reprefenting hhn as an odd 
kind of a capricious Being. (With Reverence 
be it fpokcij) whofe Satisfaction confifts iA 
fomethihg, for which it is impoflible tht 
rational Part of the Creation., ffcdald' havfc 
any real Reverence or Veneration for hinifc 
And how his Dodrine can . be . reconciled 
with that of the divine Goodncfe, I leave 
to the Consideration and Judgment of tht 
Reader. For, according to hisReprefenta* 
tioa of Things,- God feems not to taike any 
Satisfaction in the Happineft of Mankind, 
further than their* Happi nefs by being cow 
netted with the Praftice of Truth, becomes 
a Means of metering them to own by Adit 
ott or Omiffion Things to be what in Fafifc 
and Truth they arc. This feeiws with hi& 
t6 be the great and Ultimate End of the 
greait Creator, and that wherein ail the 
Views, Aims, and Dcfigns of Men are t6 
termiaate. Happincfe indeed he ctoes allow 
> H us 
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us to purfue, and fays we are obliged fo to 
do: But then his Notion of Morality, and 
his Application of it up and down his Book, 
fecms to imply, that we are not to purfuc 
it as our ■- main End, but only for the fake 
of >pra&i(ing Truth, or owning Things to 
he what they are; and becaufe if we did 
not we fhould deny Happinefs to be Hapr 
$inefs, j a thing of infinitely more Weight 
and Confideration itifeems than Miferyj 
tho' if the Eear of the latter will hot oblige 
Men to a Purfuit of Happinefs, the infipid 
/Confideration cf denying Happinefs to be 
Happinefs will hardly effect it I fhould think. 
It was this: auk^ard way of thinking, fo 
.difagree&ble to Nature, that obliged him in 
Spight oft all his good Scnfe, and contrary 
to die: Streams of all the beft Writers upon 
Morality, to that odd Determination of the 
two Cafes put by him^. 29, where he main- 
tains that a Man in extreme Danger of perilh*- 
4ng by Hunger, and not reduc'd to that Extre- 
mity by any Fault but Misfortune only, may 
not fteal from the, Rich to favc his Life. As 
likewife, where a Man has it in his Power to 
fave the Life of an innocent MaA from a 
Ruffian in purfuit of him, by a harmlefs Un- 
truth, an Untruth that can hurt no body, 
he ought not to do it, but fufFer the poor 
Innocent to perifh, and j>crifli himfelf like- 
V»fe> rathe*; thah utter f n Untruth, tho* 
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of ho ill Cbhfequence in the World td 
any Body. They muft. take it as their Eate, * 
Truth will be Truth, and muft retain the 
Chara&er of its Force, let the Cafe be 
what it : will ; A very weighty and a vety 
worthy Reafpn to be fure, but more likely? 
I fhould think to move the Scorn or In* 
dignation of the Reader than gain his Af- 
font. .:.... 

Mankind neither are> nor calx .be, con- 
cerned for any thing but Happincfs and the 
Means of attaining it..' He that is compkat-* 
ly happy, in a State of the higheft Enjoy- 
ment, he either is, or conceives him capa- 
ble of, has all he c6uld wifh fof, and i§ by- 
Gonfequence entirely, free (torn all Defiro 
of, or .Concern for any thing efcfe* Own?- 
ing things therefore to be what they are,' 
or a Gdndiift conformable to Truth, cam 
fignify nothing to Mankind any further thai* 
it is a Means to promote their Happinefe % 
and by: Confequence to, urge the Practice of 
Truih, upon fuch a Being as Man, as de* 
firable in and for itfeJf, which nothing but 
HappineB can be, from which yet Mr. Wol~ 
lafion himfelf allows it to be different, is 
doing' nothing. If the Pra&ice of Truth, 
or a Conduft conformable, to Truth, be re- 
cahimepded, ndt indeed as a Thing desira- 
ble . in . and for itfelf, without reference to 
ought elfe, but only as a Means for the at- 
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tabling of Happinefi, fomething is faid 
that -may deforce the Attention of Mankind, 
but fomething that evidently overturns our 
Author's whole Scheme. For if this Con- 
formity ia Truth is pleaded for only upon 
the Score of its being the Way to procure 
jPfcafoa or Happinefs, that is vifibly to give 
the Preference to Happihefs before Truth 
and the Pra&ice thereof, fince the latter is 
onljr valuable, . it feems, Co far as it proves 
a Means of attaining the former: And by 
Confluence a Regard to Truth will ceafe 
to he: a Duty in all Cafes, where it has not 
a Tendency to promote the Good and Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind 5 and human Adions or 
Omiifions muft be morally <5ood qr Evil, 
according as they have in their Nature a 
Tendency to advance the Happinefs or Mi-* 
fcty of Mankind; And fo our Author's gc- 
A&al Idea or Notion of Morality is quite 
out- of Doors. 

This is fo natural, chat our Author could 
not help hitting upon it, and coining into 
it the' it be fo vifibly inconfiftent with his 
own Do&rine. He tells us, p. 2 1 . That neu 
ther all evil nor all goad Alliens are equal. 
Thofe Truths which they rejpe& 9 may com* 
frife matters of very different hnpor- 
tone*— If A fteals a Book from B, which 
was f leafing and ufeful to him y it is true 
A is guilty of a Crime \ m not treating the 
• < ■ .-1 Book 
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Book as beitfr what it Hi tfa Biok of. B, 
who is. the Trometar of it, and one whofi 
Mappirmfs party depends upon it. Butftill 
if A flwuld deprive B of a good Eft ate > he 
would be guilty of of much, greater Crime 
-r—TJba the Convenience and innocent SP/m* 
Jure thai B found in the Ufe of the Book* 
was, a Tl^ree tf Happntifs y yet the Hap* 
pinefs accruing to , him from, the Eft ate* by 
which be war fkppfced not only with Ne- 
cejfaries, but *witb many other Comforts and 
harsnlefs Enjdyments * vaftly exceeded it r 
jfrid therefore the Truth violated in the 
fmmer Cafe, was> B had a 'Property in 
that: whith gitvJe him fitch 4 "Degree ef 
HappinefSy that, violated in the latter* B 
Jhad a ^Property h* that* iwfakh govt, him 
a Happinefs . vaftly . fuptriar to the other. 
The violation therefore in the latter Cafk 
is, upon this Account, a vaftly gnejftcn 
Violation than in the former. We arc tol4 
again too p, 31. That tho'to a& agaHnfk 
Tmtb in any Cafe is wrong* yet the 2>#* 
grees of Guilt' varying .with the import 
tance of things y in fame Cafes the Import 
tance one Way or other may be fo little 
as to render the Crime etyanefcent or almajb 
notlmg. All Truths then by Mr, WoUaft 
tan's own Confeffioa are not of equal Iitf* 
portance, and their Importance is different * 
juft ia the fame. Proportion as they ccneh 

duce 
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dike to the Happinefs of Mankind; or, td 
fpcak more properly, according as a Con- 
formity thereto in Pra&ice, or the Coijh 
duft of Life, contributes more or lefs to 
that great End. Now if this be fo, as it 
certainly is, and the Force of Truth obliges 
our Author to confefs, why all this Buftic 
and Stir about the Pra&ice of Truth., or 
owning by our Condud things to be as. 
they are, as if that in itfclf, without all 
further Reference, was of the utmoft Im~ 
portance, and the fupreme and ultimate End, 
to which all our Behaviour ought to .be 
dire&ed* When after all there is a further 
End to be regarded, and this Conformity 
to Truth is only valuable, and to <be regard* 
ed, juft fo much or fo far as it is a Means 
to promote that End , the Happinefs of 
Mankind. Truth, or a Conformity to Truth, 
rather receives its Value, its Importance from 
Happinefs, or the Relation it has thereto 
as a Means to attain it. Why then did 
our Author flop ihort, and lay the Strefs 
upon fhe Means inftead of the End \ Does, 
not his own Account of the different Imh 
j>ortarice of different Truths vifibly imply, 
that the great End, the fole End aimed at 
in all the Laws of Nature, is Happinefs; 
fihee he acknowledges in exprefs Terms, 
that the owning of Truth by our Condud 
has more or lefs of moral Goodncfs in it, 

as 
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as it contributes more or left to that End $ 
and the Difagrccmcnt of our Conduft with 
Truth has more or lefs of moral Evil in it, 
as it has more or lefs a Tendency to the 
Contrary, Unhappinefs or Mifery? The 

* moral Good and Evil therefore of the Con- 
dud of Men is to be judged of and deter- 
mined by that Tendency, and nothing elfet 
And the general Notion of Morality to be 
ftated accordingly, and applied to the feve- 
ral Branches of the Law of Nature. 

Here then we may fix with the utmoft 
Affurance $ for we are as certain, that what 
has, in its Nature, a Teijdency to promote 
the Well-being and Happinefs of Mankind, 
t is morally Good, and what has a contrary 

Tendency, morally Evil, as we are, that Go4 
is a good and gracious Being, truly con* 
cerned for the Happinefs of his Creatures $ 
and a greater Certainty than this, we can-* 
not have, becaufe moral Good and Evil de- 
pend entirely upon the Suppofition of the 
divine Goodnefs * take away that, and mo- 
ral Good and Evil vanilh at the fame Time. 
What we call f he Laws of Nature would 
indeed, upon the contrary Suppofition, be 

* pretty good Rules of Convenience, general-, 
ly fpeaking, but not properly Laws, or fit 
to be observed a; 3II Times and in all 
Cafes,' 
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If therefore it be evident beyond aH 
Queftion, that the moral Good ot Evil of 
human A&ions confifts in a Tendency to 
promote the Welfare amd Hajppinifs of 
Mankind, or the contrary, Mr. JVollaftoris 
general Idea of moral Godd a&d Evil can- 
Hot be juft, as not exgreffihg that Tenden- 
cy, wherein precifely the moral Good or 
3&y it of human A&ions confifts 5 and befidefc* 
h fo far from coinciding with it, that it** 
hardly applicable to any Species of human 
Aftion, except thofe of affirming or deny- 
ing Truth by Words j and even ; there, in 
fome extraordinary ^Cafes, it wilt irtiflead us 
if followed,, as it did him in the Cafe above 
fftentijpned ; And with regard to other Ao- 
jtioijs, if his general Notion of Morality is 
to be applied to them, in the plain obvious 
Meaning of the Words , the moft, innti* 
sent, virtuous aind commendable Actions in 
the World, muft be frequently liable to be 
condemned as Immoralities becaufe as cer- 
tainly interfering with Truth, as any con* 
jfefs'd Immorality can do; In ths only 
Scnie that Expreffion can poffibly have in 
oar. Author's Ufe of it, ^And if his general 
Notion of Morality is not to Be uftderftood 
in jthe plain obvious Meaning of the Words, 
it has none . at all .that we can come at, 
and the Application of ' it can only lead us 
to endlefs Perplexity i by reafon of the va- 
rious 
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fltttts SigAifications the fame A&icm 6r G- 
million may have* fome conformable to 
Truth, and others not. And a great many ' 
good or bad A&ions will be "fbund upon * 
Enquiry hardly to have any Meaning at all, 
befides that univerfal one, that the Agent 1 
prbpdfes to himfelf fome Degree of Plea-' 
fere, Satisfaction* or Advantage, ntore or left,* 
foch as our Author-has found out for vati-; 
ous kinds of iimn6r&l A&ion, are the motf 
unnatural and forced that could be thought* 
of. : To pretend that Cruelty and Injuftieef 
is denying a Man to be a Man; is ndthihg 
but mete Rant, to be wondered 1 at in a Man 
tof our Author's Senfej and borrowed from 
aft hyperbolical Way of aggravating the Ab- 
fubdity of fuch Behaviour , without evef 
ftridly meaning what is faid. And is fiicH 
b loofe Way of talking upon- violent A#$ 
of Injuftice or Humanity, proper to be iiv* 
trodticed into a phildfbphical Difcourfe upon 
the Law of Nature, to be made the Standard 
of Morality, a Criterion* whereby to judge 
of the moral Re&itude or Fravify of human 
Anions } Another of his Meanings too, ap- 
plied tt> Aftibns of Inhumanity 6r Injuftice, 
is the Denial of Happinefs tQ be what it 
•is, Mifery to be what it is 5 a Meaning that 
T dare fay Mr. Wollafton himfelf did not 
believe, any mortal Man from the Days of 
Adam to his own, ever imagined to be im- 

I plied 
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plied pr fignified by fuch Aftioos* . How 
ifrangely unaccountable then is it in a Man 
of his Parts to lay a Stjre(s upon, fuch kUi<t 
of Trumpery? 

But ibppoftog every immoral A&km oft 
Omiifion, and none but fuch) did intfirftat. 
with, or imply a Denial of Truth* a&4 ift 
our Authors own Senfe of that ExpfeflWot 
(if he had any clea* and detgrrninaic Meftnrt 
ing annexed to it, which « v$fy much; to, ho 
queftioncd). then indeed the interfering widk 
or denying Twtb woujd be a certain Cia* 
terion, whereby- to difl^gwflj immoral Ac* 
tion or Omiffion from what is not & i hut 
jull the Nature of Immorality, thef Idea fit 
formal Ratio^ of it> to bamw out Aa 

thor's own Expreffioa, would UQt coefift 
in fhat D«nial A but fomefhiag elfftj f<fts if 
it did, th£ Pegrees tooqf moral JJvit would 
depend upon that only: Aftions. o£-Qail& 
ijons would be more or lfif* immoral*, mote 
ox. le£ cijiniiftaj, according as they denied 
rnorc or l«i$ Truth) and i+qk a* d«ntad «r 
g^uaJl'T[ruth^ or the (am* Truth, wmi/A 1*P 
equally Unmoral or crfeninal. ' But host: Wc 
bay? bur Author himfclf falling m with w, 
for, the. confounding and confuting hiaown 
poftrine ; for he durft not pfetend. DO mea- 
fure the. De&peos q£ Immorality by thfc 
Number of Truths violated, alone,, which 
he ought to hjwc done, did. hamualky 

confut 
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oQnfift barely and precifety in the Violation T 
of Truth M* kc affittfts».p. i it. where he 
«dU ns, that the Id*a and formal Ratio of 
ipoxal JEvil cowfiftfl in a&ing a Lie. He has 
thought fit to take. in the Impdrtance of 
Truths violated m wall as Number, p. ai» 
wh4i» he- fays* fl&* fDtgtns bf Evil or\ 
Quilt gre as tht Importdnce and Nubf*?. 
tf Truths violated. Which is a vifiblc Coin 
tttdiftion to his own Dottrinc, that the 
W4a of formal RArio of hiordl $vil confifti 
ift 4&ing a Lit, Foe If that be a juft Re-r 
prestation of thd Nature of moral Evll> 
then th«.mote Tenth is contradi&c!d or vlolao 
©4, . by any A&ion the wickeder it is : Noj 
Jays our Author, the Importance of tho 
Truths violated is to bo taken into At&ouiitf, 
for the Degrees of moral Evil tit Guilt aft 
as jthe i Importance and Number of Troths 
vioAattd. Thetf, I fly, this ftoald have bora 
«Upfe0ed in the Definition 6i moral Ev^ 
yphcjDcto fee ptcttnds to givfc us the Icjed at 
fojmal Ratio . thereof f and- itfhowld ha& 
been, made to<onftft in afting Lies of Im* 
jortairce, or coetradifting Tfuths of impon 
tawe: If it fliould be faki for out Author, 
that Was ncedkfs, . becanfe - all Truth is of 
ImporBmct. J Anfwer, by his; crvrrit C©n> 
ft&Hm, that Iatpoitaiicc in iornc Cafitst is- & 
little jar to.be cyanefcent, or -ainatoft notH ifcgp: 
Wiiy may wo not fuppofe -this jfecYe' imy 
«. ■ - v la be 



be Cafes, where the Importance of Truth is ■ 
abfolutely nothing,' as in thatdf tti innocctft* 
Man purfued by a Ruffian * Hdw can that 
Truth be of any good Importance, which* 
if ^declared, will be the Ruin of an innocent 
Man ;< if denied, will favfc his Life* arid 
hurt no body elfef Are we not td uttdttf-' 
ftand by the Importance of Truth, the tta- ; 
tural Tendency, which the Conformity of 
our Condpft thereto has to promote thfc 
Happinefs of Mankind ? And if fo, I deftrc 
to know how the Difcoverfof the poor 
JUan to one that intends to murthcr him, 
which is declaring the Tr nth', tends either 
to tiis Benefit or any body's, elfej and. if it 
does not* 'in what Senfe can it be called 
a Txiith jo£ Importance, and therefore facrfed 
and inviolable? 

-•:• AH Denial of Truth> any Truth what- 
ever, is, .;afccord?ng to }At.Wblidfton> itnnfio- 
- jkl; "* This N&tion has been battled with 
f iuch plaufiblcj Reafons at- kaft, by fomc of 
t the "Mac& *&d< itioft judicious Writers- upon 
x*th& rfiaw xSf Nature, that fomething; more 
-ithmw'toami Affirmation to ••the- contrary 
r was nteefiar yrt&fet th£ai aftde. Adttfcd* 
* ing : to.hifflr aH Mnts in War, ali falfeRe-* 
ports Spread' .- tfci knpdfe r upon the \ Ettemy> 
^efe^rifcyJh£%;n6 Tendency (b hu*t anybody 
*. &ut to be an 

Uttjuft Aggrefibr, are utterly unlawful *' and 

zmi why? 
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why* because they are. inconfifteht with 
Truth ; ^weighty Confideration indeed tor 
be put in. the Balance againft the. Defenfe 
and Security of Millions of innocent Peo^ 
pie, whofe Defenfe and Security oftentimes 
depend upon the Pradice of thofe Artsi 
Innocent Nations, it feems, muft be? ex* 
pofed to the utmoft Ravage and Defolatioi 
yather thanthe leaft Txuth be violated, tho* : 
the Violation thereof tends only to the Pre- : 
judice of thofe who have forfeited their 
Xivcs by being Aggreffers in. an unlawful - 
War, and not only may, but ought to he 
defhroy^d in Defenfoof the Innocent. ; r 
A Man that falls into the Hands ©£ 
Robbers or Pirates may not make ufe of/ 
the kaft falfe Pretence to get out of their; 
Clutches 5 tho' by fuch Pretences he bafo? 
fat from doing any Injury to the Innocent 
he does none to the Rogues thtmfelves. , > 
A Man /muft not difguife or conceal hfel 
Anions, Thoughts, or Intentions, t^ Word^ 
or by Deed, that may carry any) the ieaft; 
Intimation that they ace not whafr the^art * 
even where others have nor Inteceft depend-;' 
ingi *>r any Right, to fiy into otidifcover- 
them>i and where &ch< a DifcoVcry might he 
highly prejudicial to a -Man in the: $&***< 
nagementiof his o*n l honeft Bufeiefe^ or 
the carding qn of ufeful and laudable Pro^ 

* / if And 
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Ami finally if no Ad can be right that 
interferes with any* triie Propofition, ot de- 
nies any thihg to be as it is, then none of 
the rtioft innocent harmless Aftions of life 
may 4 be performed, where fuch A&ioh may, 
hate a Tendency to eonvty a Miftakc to 
the Minds of others, tho' attended with no 
iU Conference in the World. A Man 
for Inftancc ought not ttiprefent a Fowl- 
ing-piece at a Bird, uhlefi he defigfcs t& 
ihoot, for fear that A&ion fhould convey to 
the By-ftanders this dreadful Miftake, that 
he delsgns to fhoot when he does not. 
The two firft of thefe Corollaries, from out 
Author's Notion of Immorality, every Body 
will allow to be agreeable to his Sentiments i 
and the two latter follow as evidently from 
it, in the only Senfe the Phrafe of denying 
Truth by A&ian or Omtffion fectas capable 
of, explained above, which yet makes his 
"Doftrine at firft Sight appear fo very grofs, 
that I fear he ufed that Exprcffion without 
ahy cleat determinate Meaning at all 
r I have now done withMr. WolUfim^horA 
I own to have been ^rirery ingenious Man* 
and' capable enough of writixig very finely 
upon the Sabjed, had he nor been mifkd 
by khe nahappy M tftake I harce bcra ailthui 
while <<»fiititagr I did propofc indeed 
when »I fikft trick' dp theDefign of examine 
ing him; to have premifed a Differtatio* 
bnA upon 
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upon the Foundation of Morality, in order 

to ere£t a new Building of my own at the 
fame time I demoliihcd his ; but finding that 
Work was likely, to tun our to a greater. 
Length than I at firft imagined, I have 
choien to publifh this Examination of* Mr. 
Wollafion byitfelf : If it makes its way in 
the World to my liking, the other intended 
Part amy perhaps follow aftce, as fift as Ae " 
cumbcrfom Employment 1 have upon mjc 
HndswiU allow. 
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BOOKS Printed for Arthur Bet- 
:y :j£*iWQKTH at the Red Lion «r 
' Pacer-nofter-row. . 

N Introduction to the making of La* 
tims ■„ comprifraig, after an eafy com* 
pendious Method, the Subftaricc of the La+ 
tin Syntax. With proper Englifb Examples, 
moft of them Tranflations from the Claffic 
Authors in one Column, and the Latin 
Words in another! To V&kh is fubjoined 
in the fame Method, A Succinft Account 
of the Affairs of antient Greece and Rome* 
intended at once to bring Boys acquainted 
with Hiftory $nd the Idiom of the Latin 
Tongue. The Fourth fediticyi. Trice z s. 

Corneliu^Nepos, Trice* i s.- 6 d. 

EutropHjs. Trice 2 s. 6 d. 

Erafmui. Trice 1 s. 6 d. 

Corderius. Trice 1 s. 
All with Tifiglifli Tranflations as literal as 

poffibU \ ..* 

An EfTay upon Ore- Education of Youth 
la Grammar Schools. Trice ftitcht 1 s. 

Thefe fix by John Clark, Matter of the 
publick Grammar School in Hull. 
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